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One can almost feel the
August heat shimmering off
the rails. Scottsboro
passenger depot looking
east, mid-1960s. Photo by
Houston L. Maples, Jr.

My grandfather, Houston L. Maples, hailed from
Scottsboro, Alabama, nestled in the beautiful
Tennessee Valley between Chattanooga and
Huntsville. His father, Dr. W.C. Maples, was a
respected physician who moved his family to a
large house across from the train station so he
could conveniently travel to neighboring commu-
nities tending to the ill, and, according to family
legend, simply because he liked trains. While the
Scottsboro of todav has witnessed d e c a d e s of
economic and social change since my
grandfather's time, it remains one of those small,
friendly, courthouse-and-town-square communi-
ties typical of the south.

Scottsboro's development can be traced to the
1858 arrival of the Memphis & Charleston Rail-
road. The neighboring community of Bellefonte
wanted nothing to do with the noisy, smoky trains

and their threat to Bellefonte's Tennessee River
trade. So the M&C bypassed that town and estab-
lished a stop on land ceded by Robert T. Scott.
"Scotts Station" soon became Scottsboro and
Bellefonte would regret its intransigence when the
latter's status as the county seat transferred to the
new settlement along the railroad.

The Memphis & Charleston soon provided
Scottsboro with an appropriate depot. A sturdy
brick building was constructed in 1861 (some
sources say 1860) for both freight and passenger
use. Control of the Scottsboro station alternated
between Confederate and Union troops more than
once during the Civil War, but the structure sur-
vived, unlike a n u m b e r of M&C depo t s elsewhere
which were destroyed during the conflict. After the
war years the building faced a different threat
when a great fire swept through the north side
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